The discursive construction of identity by community psychiatric nurses and family members caring for people with dementia.
This paper examines the discursive work undertaken by family members caring for people with dementia when interacting with community psychiatric nurses. The paper outlines the theoretical basis of this approach and brings it to bear upon data taken from a study of home visits to family carers by community psychiatric nurses. The paper provides insights into the way family carers and welfare agencies manage their interface through the use of language. In particular, the paper illuminates how these interactions construct the identity of people with dementia and their carers and locates them in a specific socio-political context. The paper has important implications regarding the future development of dementia care nursing and also the future development of policy relating to dementia care.